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the remaining 4,000 would be forced to come in
by the strength of local pride.
That scheme was never really tried. For
some reason or other, there were forces at work
against the territorial system of recruiting ever
since the beginning of the war ; and thus one of
the greatest springs of national energy remained
untapped.
It was also his opinion that at that time the
Dominions would send far larger forces of men
if they were fully informed about the real facts
of the situation, instead of being fed by news
from agencies whose chief motive seemed to be
to feed the popular vanity. That sensible policy
was afterwards so strongly urged by Dominion
statesmen that it was to some small extent
adopted.
Such were broadly Mr. Lloyd George's views
and feelings in February 1915. lie was still
leaning to the Eastern field of war and looking
out anxiously for any chance of resuming his
Eastern plan if Greece should become more
friendly or Bulgaria repent of her Teutonic
affections. But in the British scheme of war
the plan of breaking through in the West had
now resumed its hold on military minds; and
in March the new armies made their first great
attempt in the attack known as the battle of
Neuve Chapelle. The valour and heroism of
our troops in that splendid eilort broke against
the tangled defences of the German hosts; and
in March and April our armies were once more
fighting for their bare existence in the second
battle of Ypres. In May came Dunajec, the